LOOK BACK 


The past year has been most 
eventful one for public health Cali- 
uncomfortable. 
rounding the introduction the Salk 
vaccine alone would have made the 
year memorable but even had 
not been for the efforts develop- 
ment effective means protec- 
tion against poliomyelitis, the year 
would still have been notable many 
other aspects. 

Consider for moment some the 
significant happenings since met 
last fall Bakersfield. During this 
year much has been done toward the 
eventual eradication retrolental 
fibroplasia. General measures are be- 
ing taken throughout the State which 
should lead prevention blindness 
from this cause. 


Rabies Control 


This has been year which the 
wider use effective vaccine 
against canine rabies, coupled with 
realistic regulations, finally provided 
with the means control this dis- 
ease dogs and thereby prevent its 
transmission man. 


Occupational Health 


was year which occupational 
medicine achieved notable recogni- 
tion, nationally well Califor- 
nla, witnessed its formal recog- 
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1955 the American Board 
Preventive Medicine Medicine added 
provisions for certification special- 
ists occupational medicine, and 
approval residency the process 
development. This board had pre- 
viously provided for certification 
specialists public health and 
aviation medicine. division 
cupational medicine was created 
the School Medicine UCLA, 
subcommittee occupational health 
was formed the Association 
State and Territorial Health Officers, 
and this conference has prepared 
guide for occupational health services 
and has taken other actions this 
area endeavor. 


Rehabilitation 


Tremendous potentialities have de- 
veloped the whole field rehabili- 
tation, yet only imperfectly real- 
ized California, partly because the 
multitude interested parties and 
agencies have yet discover the most 
fruitful ways working together. 


Crippled Children Services 


health has new responsibili- 
ties for the development standards 
for various types centers partici- 
pating the children’s 
program, and for centers whose con- 
struction subsidized through the 
program the Bureau Hospitals. 
The State Department Public 
Health currently cooperating with 
the Children’s Bureau and the Uni- 
versity California Los Angeles 
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dren with upper extremity amputa- 
tions. This study 
among other things, the feasibility 
developing workable prostheses for 
young infants. 

This joint venture technicians, 
administrators, and medical and sur- 
gical specialists only one example 
the way which the relationships 
are steadily drawing closer together 
between public health and clinical 
medicine, between preventive and 
curative services. 


Hospital Services 


There are many indications that ac- 
tive medical practice the future 
will increasingly concentrate pre- 
ventive medical service for patients. 
the provision this basic medical 
service, our hospitals are focal point 
which provides the physical facilities 
and supporting personnel which make 
the increasing skills the physicians 
greatest possible benefit the pa- 
tient improved service, better 
health and greater life expectancy. 

Hospitals are tending more and 
more become community medical 
which are used with increas- 
ing frequency our citizens, not 
only for inpatient care, but for out- 
patient clinical diagnosis and treat- 
ment. This relatively recent expan- 
sion the areas which hospitals 
function provides increasing chal- 
lenges local health officers. 

Health officers should seek every 
opportunity participate plan- 
ning for hospital services their 
communities, develop 
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close working relationships with hos- 
pitals that opportunities stimu- 
late improved standards hospital 
will enhanced, and encour- 
age every way possible the develop- 
ment philosophy preventive 
services within each institu- 
tion. Need for expansion this phi- 
losophy general hospital care be- 
comes increasingly apparent the 
life span our population ex- 
tended. 


Evaluation Programs 


This has been year which old 
programs have come under new scru- 
tiny—even such ancient and honored 
activities the child health confer- 
ences and the tuberculosis control pro- 
gram. have been concerned about 
the implications for public health 
practice the newer therapies for 
tuberculosis they affect home care, 
public health nursing procedures and 
hospital planning. Case-finding meth- 
ods are being re-evaluated, and the 
tuberculin test getting new hard 
look, and perhaps new reason for 
being. The basic problem the recal- 
citrant patient not solved, although 
have been successful securing 
more beds for his detention. are 
now taking new look our relation- 
ship public health officials the 
tuberculous misdemeanants confined 
county jails. 


Air Sanitation 


During the past year broad respon- 
sibilities have been given our depart- 
ment the field air sanitation. 

close-working alliance has been 
developed between the department 
and the Los Angeles County Air Pol- 
lution Control District. Several ex- 
tremely important morbidity studies 
are under way the effect air pol- 
lution upon the health and well-being 
the residents the Los Angeles 
area. 

With the support the local health 
departments the San Francisco Bay 
area, large-scale air-monitoring pro- 
gram has been initiated. San Diego 
are working with the newly 
ated Air Pollution Control District 
and the local health department 
monitoring activity provide infor- 
mation for control efforts. 


Fly Control 


With your cooperation, the depart- 
ment compiling the first compre- 


hensive documentation refuse stor- 
age, collection and disposal practices 
overcoming the critical community 
problem fly control. 


Home Safety 


Working close cooperation with 
local health departments, our home 
safety project has taken some pio- 
neering steps investigating oppor- 
tunities for state and local health per- 
sonnel tackle this little-explored 
field morbidity and mortality. 

survey carried out the San 
Francisco Health Department has 
enabled the project analyze sig- 
nificant factors associated with acci- 
dents different types. The survey 
also has suggested opportunities for 
programs prevention which may 
capable accomplishing significant 
reduction some the most preva- 
lent types home accidents. And 
studies the Santa Barbara City 
Health Department are indicating 
opportunities for local health de- 
partment develop means discov- 
ering and documenting the rates 
some types home ac- 


Alcoholism 


The State recognized the impor- 
tance one our most serious 
public health problems when estab- 
lished the State Alcoholic Rehabilita- 
tion Commission. one its under- 
takings into the problem alcoholism, 
the commission contracted with the 
department evaluate therapies 
three selected alcoholic treatment fa- 
cilities—the Santa Rita Rehabilitation 
Center Alameda County, the Men- 
docino State Hospital and the Adult 
Guidance Center the San Fran- 
cisco Department Public Health. 
This may well but the beginning 
the participation public health 
agencies this important field. 


Public Health Administration 


California are currently in- 
volved another pioneering venture 
public health administration. 
successful this may conceivably estab- 
lish new pattern for provision 
public health services rural, 
sparsely populated areas. Two addi- 
tional counties, Sierra and. Trinity, 
have contracted with the department 
for provision local health services 
under Section 1157 the Health and 


Safety Code. The program Mono 
and Alpine well established and 
apparently working the satisfaction 
the boards supervisors and the 
communities. 

Present indications are that two 
three additional rural counties will 
enter into contracts during the 
ing fiscal year. One county, Mariposa, 
already has initiated negotiations for 
services. 

there were ever year which 
the Conference Local Health Off- 
cers demonstrated its value 
nia public health, this was it, from the 
discussions community mental 
health services through the trying 
days the poliomyelitis vaccine 
problem. you, members this 
organization, individual health 
cers, advisers this department, 
but most all personal friends 
and partners public health, want 
express most sincere thanks. 


LOOK AHEAD 


Now let turn some the prob- 
lems and jobs which seem 
need our joint attention. Some 
these are already your agenda, 
Some you have not formally consid- 
ered. Some involve other than official 
health departments. 


Poliomyelitis Control 


This has been the ‘‘year 
for 
through immunization, with success- 
ful field trial reported, followed 
immediate attempts apply the 
cine the general population. The 
ensuing problems mass production 
well mass application have kept 
all state and local health 
departments state anxious and 
intense observation. 

The rapidly accumulating evidence 
appears indicate that the polio 
able degree safety, and their 
tiveness prevention paralytic 
manifestations relatively high 
order. 

The painstaking epidemiologic and 
administrative work the staffs 
local health departments California 
must given great credit for the 
fact that California’s contribution 
the national surveillance program 
well documented and precise. 

The administrative complexities 
planning, organizing and integrating 
community polio immunization 
grams three different kinds have 
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been truly phenomenal. The Califor- 
nia tradition state-local cooperation 
was tested anew this situation and 
its strength again demonstrated. The 
NFIP program for selected grade- 
school children, the general voluntary 
rationing and priority plan for pri- 
administered vaccine, and the 
development plans for the use 
purchased under congres- 
sional appropriations have all been 
taken stride the local health 
departments this State. However, 
the federal funds authorized the 
Congress are presently due expire 
February 14, 1956. The Associa- 
tion State and Territorial Health 
Officers has just recommended the 
Surgeon General the Public Health 
Service that efforts made extend 
this date view the logistical dif- 
encountered. Since the deci- 
sion congressional one, local 
health officers California may wish 
make their views known their 
respective congressmen. The Califor- 
nia state administration does not con- 
template seeking additional state 
funds the coming legislative ses- 
sion for the provision polio 
view the long-standing 
policy the Department Public 
Health withdraw from 
manufacture supply biologics. 
the present time, therefore, the 
only evident sources funds for pub- 
programs this State are the 
federal funds and such moneys 
local appropriating and governing 
bodies may make available you. 

appears likely that the problems 
poliomyelitis control will continue 
rather high intensity during the 
coming year. will look forward 
continuing the joint efforts the 
state and local health departments, 
together with the technical and lay 
advisers for both, the attainment 
the most efficient methods con- 
trol, and toward virtual eradication 
the disease health problem 
whenever the tools for such program 
are completely available. 


Psittacosis and Pet Bird Control 

The astonishing growth popular- 
ity parakeets household pets 
the past five years has given rise 
mereasing concern over the illnesses 
which situations involving 
with these birds, 
which psittacosis the most serious. 
The bird industry successfully spon- 
sored new legislation this year which 


provides program banding and 
record control for all commercially 
sold pet birds. advisory committee 
has assisted the drafting 
set regulations for implementation 
the law, and your conference study 
groups have reviewed and endorsed 
them. These regulations will 
brought before the Board Health 
Friday, December 9th, and trust 
they will then carry the full sponsor- 
ship this conference. 

With these new tools, health officers 
may more vigorously attack the 
source human psittacosis. 
probable that bird sources other than 
parakeets will found occasionally, 
but the apparent size the reservoir 
parakeets will engage most atten- 
tion the near future, least until 
successful methods for eradication 
the infection parakeets, vaccina- 
tion against it, are developed. 


Animal Rabies Control 


During this year California has 
been subjected rather extensive 
north, and continuing high inci- 
dence rabies dogs the southern 
part the State. October 10, 
1955, counties were declared 
rabies areas, and since that 
time several more have been added. 
Local health officers have been advis- 
ing their governing bodies the 
various actions required under the 
law and regulations, and greatly in- 
tensified rabies control programs have 
resulted throughout large part 
the State. The department will con- 
tinue find and declare additional 
the legal sense, evidence for such 
action appears. real opportunity for 
local health departments partici- 
pate community action keep ani- 
mal rabies minimum now 
before us, and confident that all 
the effort placed this conference 
and our staff developing the bases 
for action over these last six years will 
richly rewarded practice. 
course, evaluation the 
this program should continuing 
well all the operating agen- 
cies, both state and local. 


Tuberculosis 

The conference has already en- 
dorsed the proposal the California 
and Health Association 


make thorough study the use 
and value the tuberculin test 
control programs. This 
department has done the same; and 


during the coming year will all be- 


upon validate our endorse- 
ment with cooperative activity which 
may rather extensive. con- 
fident that none will begrudge 
this contribution time and effort 
study with such important implica- 
tions for public health practice. 


Also before the year ahead 
are many questions relating the 
tuberculosis subsidy, with special at- 
tention the problem nonresi- 
dents. are also with 
problems adjusting the changing 
pattern from hospital outpatient 
eare. earnestly solicit your assist- 
ance solving these well other 
problems relating 
home and the recalcitrant pa- 
tient. 


Other Problems 


Any program financial subsidy 
raises controversy the appro- 
priate basis for sharing the costs 
program betwen two levels govern- 
ment. none our programs has 
this argument been more lively than 
the case the children 
services. will continue seek 
your help working out with the 
Legislature more satisfactory solu- 
tion than has been achieved far. 
Study will also made the tuber- 
and mosquito control subsidies. 

Oblique reference has already been 
made the work the conference 
developing guide for occupational 
health services; now are back 
again propose that local health de- 
partments undertake simple inven- 
tory health services already avail- 
able the industrial establishments 
the community. These resources for 
preventive medical and engineering 
activities represent great potential 
contribution the total commu- 
nity resources for health promotion. 


New Developments Syphilis Control 


series syphilis serology work- 
shops under way throughout the 
State, designed for clinical laboratory 
technicians and jointly 
the Division Laboratories and the 
laboratories the workshop areas. 
anticipated that workshops will 
conducted. 
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The regulations pertaining tests 
for syphilis under the premarital and 
prenatal laws are being given careful 
study and revisions will recom- 
mended they seem desirable the 
light presently accepted practices. 

Careful consideration 
given the role treponemal sero- 
tests the diagnosis syphilis. 
generally agreed that these tests 
are more specific than tests currently 
available and that they offer real as- 
sistance the physician evaluating 
the clinical findings relationship 
possible syphilitic disease. 

should remembered that while 
these tests are more specific than the 
present test employing tissue anti- 
gens, that there are still both false 
positive and false negative results 
patients which there appears 
good historical and clinical evidence 
infections. 

Ways are being sought simplify 
cumbersome and expensive treponemal 
tests, one being the treponemal and 
agglutination test which employs 
killed antigen, but which the other 
hand seems lack specificity. The 
treponemal immune adherence test 
also being evaluated. employs killed 
antigens and somewhat more sim- 
ple test perform than the immobili- 
zation test. 


Legislation 


Legislative programs require care- 
ful planning. The State Legislature 
will meet General Session again 
January, 1957. This will provide an- 
other opportunity present substan- 
tive changes the law order 
strengthen the statutes such in- 
dicated. already are accumulat- 
ing subjects which are appropriate 
for legislative consideration 1957 
and urge you submit whatever 
suggestions you might have. 

The State Senate, resolution, has 
asked the department, cooperation 
with the Legislative Counsel, revise 
the health laws the Health 
and Safety Code elminate duplica- 
tion, obsolete and archaic phrases, and 
bring the into conformance 
with present-day public health prac- 
tice. 

This revision not intended 
make extensive changes the law nor 
add subtract from the duties and 
responsibilities public health agen- 
cies, but rather modernize the code. 
The code accumulation many 


independent statutes enacted over 
period years, and includes much 
obsolete terminology, duplicate pro- 
visions and other inconsistencies. The 
plans for jointly carrying forward 
this responsibility have already been 
considered with conference represent- 


City-county Relationships 


There evidence that may not 
yet have arrived the best possible 
relationship between cities and coun- 
ties the provision public health 
services. various times the past 
people have pointed out the inherent 
weaknesses and limitations the 
present statutes relating the as- 
sumption county health depart- 
ments responsibility for public 
health services 
either resolution contract. 

legal mechanism for setting 
joint city-county health department 
which each governing body partici- 
pates and shares program responsi- 
bility might obviate these weaknesses 
and limitations. Study this pattern 
organization and administration 
might undertaken the confer- 
ence and the department. 


Problems Dental Health 


program which has had, put 
mildly, its frustrations and setbacks 
has been that fluoridation public 
water supplies. seems that soon 
one community approves 
tion, another promptly disapproves 
the program. There have been few 
public health projects modern 
times that have been blocked such 
flood fright propaganda, reckless 
statements, emotionalism and down- 
right psuedo-science-fiction claims 
has fluoridation. Although such sit- 
uation discouraging, strongly urge 
you push doggedly ahead edu- 
efforts gain accept- 
ance the public 
water supplies. The department most 
certainly intends continue its effort 
this program. 

Also the dental field, periodontal 
disease affects almost many chil- 
dren and many more adults than does 
dental caries. Malocclusions and other 
defects add the mental 
health problems. Oral neoplasms con- 
tinue cripple and kill. 

The need for dental care great, 
but the need for education dental 
health far greater. Both dental care 


and prevention programs will con. 
tinue ineffective and 
ciated the majority the people 
tolerant the effects dental 
ease today. Conversely, den- 
tal health education program will 
only frustrating treatment and pre. 
ventive facilities are not available 
are inaccessible the majority the 
public. 

clearly realized that there 
one dental health program that will 
can formulated for every local 
health department, but there are 
few basic activities that each can 
adapt to, integrate into, its present 
health program activities. 

The present outline Dental 
Health Programs for Local Health 
Departments’’ needs further study 
and perhaps modification. 
gested that the conference, coopera- 
tion with the Division Dental 
Health, study the total dental prob- 
lem for the purpose further pro- 
gram development. 


Problems Fly Control 


The problem fly control presents 
another environmental health problem 
which intensification efforts 
for the months ahead. 


our population continues in- 
rapidly, with coneurrent 
pansions irrigated agriculture, 
California fast becoming major 
livestock and dairy state. The poultry 
industry likewise responding 
increasing market. Changing practice 
fruit and vegetable processing, the 
use concentrates animal feeding 
and the trend toward suburban resi- 
dences and outdoor living are all con- 
tion and bringing people into 
close association with sources fly 
production. 

The Bureau Vector Control has 
prepared bulletin setting forth pro- 
gram concepts for area fly control 
local health departments, which will 
discussed later the conference 
agenda. confident there will 
further consideration this matter 
the months ahead. 


Advisory Services Local Departments 


State-local cooperation 
demonstrated this past year the 
splendid strides taken the field 
consultation many health activities. 
think specifically how 
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health nursing, social service, health 
education, laboratories and maternal 
and child health, among others, have 
established fine relationships and have 
received turn mutual assistance 
and benefit. 

But there still are areas public 


health where improvement should 


sought. Our attention has been called 


the need improve upon the exist- 


ing operation the field environ- 
mental sanitation with respect our 
relationship with the conference and 
with local health departments. 


plan expand the size and 
representation the department’s 
Advisory Committee Sanitarians’ 
Registration. This would accom- 
plished expanding committee rep- 
resentation include two representa- 
tives local health department sani- 
tation field staff. The proposed new 
assignment this committee 
not only matters registration, 
but local sanitation programs well. 
believe this committee, with the 
assistance the Advisory Committee 
Sanitary Engineering, will permit 
deal more realistically with the 
many problems joint interest the 
field environmental sanitation. 

Along this same line, the Division 
Local Health Service assigning 
members its medical staff specific 
health jurisdictions. Formerly they 
were assigned work with specific 
bureaus and services concerning their 
local programs and relationships. The 
new assignments will center the divi- 
sion’s liaison relationships health 
jurisdictions rather 
mental programs and services, and 
hoped this will contribute closer 
working rapport. 


Communication 

There another area that believe 
deserves our joint attention. This in- 
volves both problems communica- 
tion and inservice training. 

have developed effective re- 
lationship most areas between our 
department and the various local 
health officers. wonder, however, 
have done enough keep our 
respective staff members abreast with 
what going on. They have much 
contribute our deliberations and 


particularly the implementation 


Programs developed that should 
miss opportunity involve them 


valuable information developed the 
conference filtering down all our 
state staff and local health depart- 
ment staffs. think paramount 
that they informed our progress, 
our philosophies and our decisions. 


State-local Responsibility 


Sometime ago the conference re- 
quested from the department state- 
ment the relative responsibilities 
official health agencies—state, 
local and joint. 

This has been task some magni- 
tude, but now have statements 
from each our divisions, bureaus 
and services this subject and cur- 
rently are reviewing and editing 
them. This material and 
ing statement will submitted you 
shortly. 

The responsibilities assembled stem 
not only from legislative acts and 
measures promulgated the State 
Board Health, but also in- 
clude procedures derived from logical 
working experience based upon rela- 
tive jurisdiction, state-wide, 
local and joint, well matters 
convenience and administration. These 
latter responsibilities are expressed 
with the intent broad recognition 
local autonomy supported, when 
desired necessary, state aid and 
action. 


Recruitment and Training 


All this planning future public 
health projects and our efforts ac- 
celerate progress ongoing programs 
little avail unless there ade- 
quate, professional personnel man 
these projects and programs. 

study existing vacancies 
health positions indicates 
all must much better job re- 
There extreme difficulty 
filling such key classi- 
fications physicians, health 
nurses, sanitary engineers, sanitarians 
and bacteriologists. 

Recruitment into public health 
young men and women who have the 
potential make contribution 
the field has been persistent, nag- 
ging problem all us. 

The National Health Council, with 
the assistance the Equitable Life 
Assurance Company, has published 
excellent materials the recruitment 
personnel. Supplementary publica- 
tions dealing with nursing, health ed- 
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the laboratory and other spe- 
cialties have been issued other 
organizations, including the State De- 
partment Public Health. Copies 
some these materials are available 
for you here today. 


Most these materials are designed 
the student high school 
early college work the em- 
ployment opportunities the health 
professions, help him make career 
decision and guide him the 
tion studies which will provide the 
educational background necessary 
enter his chosen work. 


Like any other educational ma- 
terial, the effectiveness these ma- 
terials will depend entirely upon how 
they are used. Their best use will 
through the schools, whose teachers 
and guidance personnel will need our 
help. the state level some work has 
been started with the Department 
Education through the Interdepart- 
mental Committee School Health. 
Other work being done with colleges 
and universities program admin- 
istrators and field staff. Our Bureau 
Health Education currently 
making study records students 
admitted the graduate program 
health education the School Pub- 
lie Health and which, hoped, 
will yield some the solution 
the recruitment problem. The Divi- 
sion Laboratories holding con- 
ferences with teachers medical lab- 
oratory sciences. 

Questioned late the require- 
ment experience, which varies with 
different specialties, before students 
are accepted the graduate program 
some that this three-year waiting 
period discourages many likely 
dates who turn other fields en- 
deavor. 

The Association Schools Pub- 
Health, the State and Territorial 
Health Officers and the Committee 
Professional Education the Amer- 
ican Public Health Association are 
studying this problem. 


Other Areas 


There are many things talk 
over with you that cannot even men- 
tion all and must resort mere list- 
ing some these. Fortunately, con- 
ference machinery will provide ample 
time for their discussion 
months ahead. They real 
over the activities the die- 
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tary interest the 
outcome the studies prenata 
care county hospitals and health 
departments, the development so- 
called poison control centers, the pos- 
chronie disease for your staffs, and 
numerous additional problems the 
field environmental sanitation. 


would also like your atten- 
tion the fascinating information 
which just beginning come out 
the California Health Survey. This 
has been most significant undertak- 
with most important information that 
will help guide our future programs. 
The technique itself has wide applica- 
tion. Just yesterday the decision was 
made apply this technique three 
additional areas: (1) child health con- 
ference evaluation; (2) polio vaccine 
studies; and (3) studies relating 
the effect smog health. 


NEW FIELDS 


The recent meeting the American 
Public Health Association Kansas 
City perhaps marked turning point 
the direction public health en- 
deavor. was abundantly clear 
the meeting that health mov- 
ing into new fields. Whenever you 
came into the convention—during the 
opening statements leaders la- 
bor, industry, politics and education 
the various section meetings the 
association; during the presidential 
address Dr. Hilleboe; when 
committee reports were being deliy- 
ered—it was evident that public 
health must enter upon programs 
chronic disease, mental health, the 
aging, and physical rehabilitation. 
pleasure report you that sev- 
eral speakers the meeting made ref- 
erence California’s leadership 
some these new areas public 
health activity. 

This is, course, gratifying; but 
weariness these continual exhorta- 
tions move into so-called ‘‘new’’ 
fields? The fact is, California 
have been working jointly with medi- 
eal and other professions programs 
for mental health and chronic disease 
for almost decade; and, far 
erippled children are concerned, 
rehabilitation for quarter cen- 
tury. 


The surveys local health depart- 
ment activities mental health and 
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Public 
Observes 75th Birthday 


LAWRENCE ARNSTEIN 


Lawrence Arnstein San Fran- 
cisco, who some years volun- 
tary community service has earned 
the title California’s ‘‘Mr. Public 
Health,’’ observed his 75th birthday 
November 22d. Congratulatory 
messages pouring from all 
California and the United States 
included unique package over 
100 letters from friends and asso- 
Among the well wishers were 
Chief Justice Earl Warren and Sena- 
tor Lehman New York. 


Since 1913, when was appointed 
lay member the San Francisco 


chronic disease impressed two 
ways: first, that you are doing great 
deal these areas; and, second, that 
you often recognize need and move 
meet without pinning program 
label it. When examine the or- 
ganization charts your depart- 
ments, not see many the 
specialized programs which represent 
the ‘‘new look’’ public but 
when look the services you ren- 
der the community, often find that 
you are fusing these elements into 
broad public health program designed 
meet the particular needs the 
people you serve; and this, seems 
me, our prime objective. 

believe the foregoing has sug- 
gested that the conference has its 
work cut out for furthering the 
programs, studies and projects 
shall face these problems promptly 
and will shape progressive, sharply 
defined course toward that end 
through mutual respect and joint en- 
deavor. 


Board Health, Mr. Arnstein 
devoted much his time and 
career voluntary community 
service. With passion for anonym. 
ity, but rare acumen for getting 
things done, has worked mostly 
the background, getting 
people push the causes 
known are right. 
playing the crucial role obtaining 
state funds establish the School 
Public Health the University 
California, the only accredited 
public health west the 
sippi. San Francisco officials call him 
the major factor behind the city’s 
gram combat venereal disease, 
create woman’s court, and estab 
lish the family life education pro 
gram. 

With characteristic determination, 
Mr. Arnstein carried ‘‘one-man” 
lobby that brought into action 
ful launch and continue the 
state’s network child care 
for working mothers. Three years ago 
waged and won one-man 
paign obtain more adequate serv- 
ices for children San 
Francisco. The city allocated mor 
than $100,000 keep the services 
going. 

Mr. Arnstein served for nearly 
years the San Francisco Board 
Health. retired from his woolen 
business 1942. The same year 
became executive director the 
fornia Social Hygiene Association. 
presently executive director 
San Francisco Social Hygiene 
ciation. 

The congratulatory messages 
marked the 75th birthday 
nia’s ‘‘Mr. Public Health,’’ spoke 
him the ‘‘conscience the 
‘‘a tremendous source for 
good’’ and ‘‘erosive quality 
finally wears down the opposition.” 

The August, 1952, issue 
Magazine, journal the 
Tuberculosis and Health Association, 
had this say: 


“Lawrence Arnstein something different 
among human beings, least set 
kind scientist whose research tools 
sist mainly lab cultures made people 
which when thoroughly mixed become 
agents the creation good things for the 
human community. 


“His sincerity genuine and 
tioned that all the people wthin his 
lend their efforts well their 
freely his causes; knowing well that 
fore adopting any course action will 
have made certain the need both sound 
and obtainable.” 
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NEW OFFICERS—CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE LOCAL HEALTH OFFICERS 


Edward Lee Russell, M.D., Orange County Health Officer, second from right, was elected president the 
California Conference Local Health Officers the fall meeting held December 9th Santa Ana. Dr. 
Russell was vice president the conference last year. Shown with Dr. Russell, from left right, are 
Merle Cosand, M.D., San Bernardino County Health Officer, new secretary the conference; Malcolm 
Merrill, M.D., State Director Public Health; and, right the picture, Harold Chope, M.D., San 
Mateo County Health Officer, retiring president the conference. prevented the attendance 
Ellis Sox, M.D., San Francisco City and County Health Officer, newly elected vice president the 
conference. Herbert Baver, M.D., Yolo County Health Officer, has been named chairman the Committee 
Administrative Practices. Chairmen the conference’s several study committees were named later. 


Health Officers Endorse Polio Vaccine, 
Take Other Action Conference 


California health officers their 
fall meeting Santa Ana December 
9th endorsed the use ‘‘polio vac- 
eines presently being released the 
National Institutes Health’’ and 
recommended that ‘‘greater participa- 
tion the vaccine program devel- 
oped through active cooperation 
local health departments, the medical 
profession and the public.’’ resolu- 
tion adopted the California Con- 
ference Local Health Officers re- 
corded the opinion ‘‘that the evidence 
date for the safety and effectiveness 
these provides solid basis 
upon which more widespread utiliza- 
tion should 

Other action the conference, 
brief, was follows: 

Psittacine birds. The conference ac- 
cepted principle the proposed reg- 
ulations for the control psittacine 
birds, including the banding the 
birds and fees for band manufac- 
turers. (Regulations were adopted 
State Board Public Health De- 
cember meeting. 

Evaluation Health Centers. The 
conference recommended that the 
State Department Public Health 
Investigate the possibility conduct- 
research the functioning 
newly completed health centers and 
securing project money carry out 
the research. was felt that much 
valuable information could gained 


study the functioning new 

ealth centers aid the planning 
and construction future health 
centers. 

Health Center Construction. The 
conference accepted the policy sum- 
mary the department’s state plan 
for health center construction. This 
policy sets priority the basis 
percent need met total existing 
acceptable space primary centers 
and places health jurisdictions into 
priority groups, each representing 
percent the total jurisdictions. De- 
termination projects for assistance 
made the selection acceptable 
applications from within the top 
percent (Group before considera- 
tion applications subsequent 
groups. 

Inservice Training Chronic Dis- 
ease. The conference recommended 
that the State Department Public 
Health schedule meetings either 
health jurisdictional regional basis 
for the inservice education the 
staffs local health departments 
the field chronic diseases. (The de- 
partment has previously worked with 
the conference the development 
guide for chronic disease program, 
has conducted survey dis- 
ease services provided local health 
departments, and has completed 
inservice training program for state 
consultant 

Industrial Medicine. The confer- 
ence recommended that local health 
officers gather information from in- 
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dustry regarding the existing 
inplant medical care programs. 
information sheet for use gathering 
the necessary information has been 
prepared the department for use 
local health departments. 

Fly Control. The ap- 
proved principle statement 
Concepts for Area Fly 
Control Local Health Depart- 
ments.’’ This guide, prepared for the 
the department’s Bu- 
reau Vector Control, sets forth ob- 
jectives and functions local health 
departments fly control, outlines 
program elements and organization 
and points areas needing imme- 
diate attention. 

Unvented Heaters. While state law 
prohibits the use unvented heaters, 
many such appliances still exist. The 
conference urged that the use un- 
vented heaters abolished. 

Maternity Practices. The confer- 
ence approved recommendations com- 
ing out regional conferences 
maternity practices hospitals 
California (reported California’s 
Health, November 15, 1955). 

The conference will hold its spring 
meeting May 3d-4th the State Build- 
ing Los Angeles, following the an- 
nual meeting the California Medi- 
eal Association. 


Public Health Positions 


Napa County 

Sanitarian: Salary range, $341-$415, with 
starting step depending experience. Own 
required, mileage allowed. 

Public Health Nurse: Salary range, $341- 
$451, with starting salary depending ex- 
perience. Own car required, mileage allowed. 

For further information the Napa 
County positions write Edward Pinckney, 
M.D., Director Public Health, Box 
749, Napa. 


State California 

Junior Microbiologists: California State 
Department Public Health has vacancies 
the Division Laboratories Berkeley. 
These positions require possession the 
certificate public health bacteriologist. 
Starting salary $341, with opportunity 
qualify for and increase $358 six 
months. Apply Room 713, Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley. 

Physician and Surgeon Psychiatrist 
IT; This position, for medical inspector 
charge the program inspecting 
and licensing private institutions, with 
the State Department Mental Hygiene. 
Salary ranges are follows: Range $821- 
$905; Range $862-$950; Range $950- 
$1,050. Headquarters for the position Los 
Angeles. Experience requirements one year. 
For further information write Ralph Little- 
stone, Personnel Officer, State Department 
Mental Hygiene, 1320 Street, Sacra- 
mento. 
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Rural Health Council Hold 
Second Annual Meeting 
Fresno, January 20-21 


stories how organized 
action has brought im- 
proved health services rural people 
California will feature the Second 
Annual Rural Health Conference 
held the Hacienda Motel, Fresno, 
January 20th and 21st. All persons 
interested rural health are invited 
attend the which 
sponsored the State Rural Health 
Council. 

Community leaders will 
local action programs Point Arena, 
Fresno County, Butte County, Exeter 
and Dorado County. 
session will devoted considera- 
tion ways meeting the costs 
medical, dental and hospital care. 

Dr. Dwight Murray, Napa, Pres- 
ident-elect the American Medical 
Association will the featured 
speaker. Other addresses will given 
Dr. Crockett, Indianapolis, 
Rural Health, and Miss Nadine 
Costner, Berkeley, Field Secretary, 
Young People’s Department, Califor- 
nia Farm Bureau Federation. 

Programs and other information 
obtained from agency members 
the State Rural Health Council. 
They are the Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion, the California Academy Gen- 
eral Practice, the Congress Parents 
and Teachers, the California Medical 
Association, the State Department 
Public Health and the Agricultural 
Extension Service and School Pub- 


fornia Berkeley. 
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New Four-year Term 


MALCOLM MERRILL 


Dr. Maleolm Merrill has been 
reappointed State Director Public 
Health Governor Goodwin 
Knight for four-year term ending 
January 1960. Governor Knight 
first appointed Dr. Merrill the 
State’s top public health post 
April 1954, fill the unexpired 
term Dr. Wilton Halverson, who 
had resigned February, 1954, 
take position professor pre- 
ventive medicine and public health 
the Los Angeles Campus the Uni- 
versity California. 


Dr. Merrill joined the State Depart- 
ment Public Health 1937, serv- 
ing first chief the Bureau 
Venereal Diseases. 1941 became 
chief the department’s Division 
Laboratories, and was appointed 
deputy director under Dr. Halverson 
1944. the two assign- 
ments chief the Division Lab- 


oratories and deputy director 
tor 1954. 

obtained his master’s 
public health from the 
California School Public 
1946 with the first class 
from the new school. 

1952 Dr. Merrill spent six 
Technical Cooperative 
tion, and September, 1955, 
the technical advisory committee 
the Institute Nutrition 
America and Panama, 
the World Health Organization. 


GOODWIN KNIGHT, Governor 


MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D., 
State Director of Public Health 


STATE BOARD PUBLIC HEALTH 


CHARLES SMITH, M.D., President 
San Francisco 

MRS. P. D. BEVIL, Vice President 
Sacramento 

ELMER BELT, M.D. 
Los Angeles 

HARRY HENDERSON, M.D. 
Santa Barbara 

ERROL KING, D.O. 
Riverside 

SAMUEL McCLENDON, 
San Diego 

SANFORD MOOSE, D.D.S. 
San Francisco 

FRANCIS WALSH 
Los Angeles 

MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D. 
Executive Officer 
Berkeley 


Entered second-class matter Jan. 25, 
at the Post Office at Berkeley, California; 
under the Act Aug. 24, 1912. 
for mailing at the special rate approved 

in Section 1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917. 

STATE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC HEALTH 
BUREAU HEALTH EDUCATION 

2151 BERKELEY WAY 

BERKELEY CALIFORNIA 
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